
Want to win a gift basket?

Attend the Monthly 
Meeting’s Professional 
Development Session to 
be entered for our prize 
drawing. Must be present to 
WIN!

Look forward to seeing you 
at the next Professional 
Development Session!

September 13, 2016
Houston Country Club

4:30 Professional 
Development Session

5:30 Social Hour

6:30 Dinner Session

Register online by 
September 9th.
 
feihouston.org

Sponsored by:

company.  Sincere thanks go to our Platinum dinner sponsor, 
KPMG and to our Gold sponsor, Vinson & Elkins  Without our 
generous sponsors, who contribute money, time, in-kind 
donations and their ideas to our chapter, we could not 
accomplish what we plan to do this year.  Please give our 
valuable sponsors preference when considering business 
services.

All of the Houston Chapter Officers, Directors and Committee 
Chairs are excited about the upcoming year and are working 
hard to be sure you find as much value as we do from being 
affiliated with the largest organization of senior financial 
executives.  Don’t hesitate to give me direct feedback on 
what you find rewarding about your membership and also 
ways we can make improvements.  We are not doing our 
job if we are not constantly working toward continued 
improvement.  See you in September!

Regards,

Ann Kaesermann 
President, FEI Houston Chapter

I am very excited to serve this year as 
President for the Houston Chapter.  I have 
served in a variety of roles at the National 
level and look forward to getting to know 
and spending more time with the local 
chapter members.  I hope that I can point 
out additional National resources that will 
enhance your overall FEI experience.  We 

have a great year planned for the Houston chapter with 
a variety of interesting speakers and topics.  We also are 
committed to getting our members more engaged this year 
by offering more opportunities to network and meet some 
new faces.  One of the best ways to get engaged and gain 
more value from your membership by building networks of true 
relationship is though joining a Committee.  No matter your 
interests, whether building new members, working directly 
with sponsors, planning social or golf events, mentorship 
or assisting with finding and coordinating interesting guest 
speakers and professional development, you are sure to 
meet interesting, intelligent, connected people.  

We have had a busy summer in anticipation of the new FEI 
Houston year.  Eric Khan, FEI Houston Director, recently was 
on the panel to select the CFO of the Year that FEI Houston 
partnered with Houston Business Journal.  Sherrie Reinhackel 
has spearheaded a new Leadership Lunch Series starting 
with our first one at Sullivan’s on Westheimer on October 12.  
We had some of our highest attended Summer Breakfast 
events this year sponsored by BBVA Compass Bank, GulfStar 
Group and Riveron Consulting each taking an interesting and 
different spin on “enterprise risk”.  We have formed a new 
alliance with the University of Houston Executive Education 
where FEI Houston members can get significant savings on 
Executive training.  We are interested in getting more involved 
in community outreach and solicit your feedback on areas 
you would like to participate.  We plan to have more informal 
social events so that you can meet more members.  On every 
survey we see, networking with our peers is the top goal for 
many FEI Houston members.  We want to find venues that 
make it easier to connect in smaller groups.  Another idea 
being piloted this year is a “special interest group” or SIG.  The 
first one we plan to try out is for information technology.  Eric 
Khan has some great ideas and has visited with the Dallas FEI 
to see how they have successfully created SIGs which have 
added value to their members’ FEI experience.  

Our September 13th dinner meeting will feature Steve Stagner 
Executive Chairman of Mattress Firm.  We look forward 
to learning about the growth strategy for this successful 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION
Michael A. Lueck, Principal, KPMG

Michael has over 25 years of experience 
in management consulting and business 
development.  He has successfully delivered 
results on complex projects for Fortune 500 and 
mid-market clients across multiple industries 
and multiple functions. Michael serves as the U.S 
Energy Lead for the Procurement & Operations 
Practice and has led teams on projects ranging 
from large scale transformation programs to 
shorter term strategy projects. He has proven 
success working with all management levels and 
extensive experience working on global projects 
including:
• Vision and Strategy- Led effort to develop an 

overarching strategy and plan for the supply 
chain organization of a large natural gas pipeline 
company.  The project involved assessing the 
current-state compared to leading practices, 
developing a vision of the future-state and creating 
a transformation road-map of initiatives

• Supply Chain Transformation- Led team during the 
transformation of the Procurement and Logistics 
organization for a major oil field services company.  
Transformation involved assessing procurement 
function, instituting strategic sourcing, redesigning 
processes/metrics, redesigning the organization, 
implementing new systems

• Source to Pay- Led project to 
implement a Cloud procurement 
system at a leading railroad; Scope 
included project mgt./ planning, 
configuration, process design, 
testing, supplier enablement, 
change management, and 
training

Read the full bio online.

“Principal of the Path”
September 13, 2016 Dinner Meeting

DINNER SESSION
Steve Stagner, Executive Chairman and Chairman 
of the Board, Mattress Firm

Steve Stagner is the Executive Chairman and Chairman 
of the Board of Mattress Firm operating over 3,600 
company and franchised stores across the United 
States. With combined annual sales of over $8 billion 
nationally, Mattress Firm is among the largest bedding 
retailers in the country.

In 2011, Mattress Firm 
successfully completed 
an Initial Public Offering 
and was listed on the 
NASDAQ under the 
symbol MFRM.

Mr. Stagner opened his 
first franchise location 
in Atlanta, Georgia in 
1996 with $1,300 in the 
bank. After eight years, 
he and his business 
partner had built their 
independent franchise 
to greater than 50 
stores and $62 million in 
annual sales. In January 

2005, he merged his franchise organization into the 
Mattress Firm corporate entity and accepted the role 
of Chief Operating Officer.  He became the President 
and Chief Executive Officer in 2010, and is now Mattress 
Firm’s Executive Chairman and Chairman of the Board.

Prior to starting his franchise, Mr. Stagner worked in 
sales for Sealy and Simmons, representing two of the 
nation’s largest manufacturers of bedding products. 
He also served as a sales trainer for Brian Tracy after 
graduating from college, where he conducted sales 
training for over 1,000 companies and totaling over 
10,000 sales professionals from East to West coast.

Growing up in Texas, Steve 
graduated from Stephen F. 
Austin State University in 1991 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration and 
Marketing.  Steve’s pride 
and joy are his two children 
Austin and Isabella.

“Unlocking Cost and Cash Across 
the Supply Chain”

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
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2016-2017 Season 
UPCOMING EVENTS

October 12 - Leadership Lunch  
 Series

October 18  - Monthly Meeting with  
 Ann Stern

November 8 - Monthly Meeting with  
 Christine Spray

Meeting Directions
Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
Houston, TX 77057

Register online:
feihouston.org

Registration closes 
April 8, 2016.
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http://feihouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=64&ts=1472826749


UH Bauer Executive Education
Bauer Executive Education is responding to industry 
needs with courses that will improve business 
effectiveness, tackle cybersecurity concerns and 
determine if a career in consulting is in your future.

Sign up now for September course offerings from Bauer 
Executive Education, where you’ll learn from some of 
the best thought leaders in business.

Supply Chain Management and Strategy – September 
26 – 29 - In Class and Live Webinar**. 
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/
Supply-Chain-Management-Strategy.php

Ratan D Bagat will teach classes on supply chain 
management. This course provides students with 
key concepts and knowledge that will help them 
understand the nature of Global Supply Chains. Course 
material integrates issues from Marketing, Logistics 
and Operations Management. By taking a strategic 
approach, the course will focus on executive decisions 
involving investments, capabilities, and processes and 
evolving issues that will impact global supply chains.

Ratan D. Bagat -  A visionary and results oriented leader 
with more than 32+ years of experience in designing, 
building and managing one of the world’s most admired 
global transportation and service organizations. Proven 
track record of crafting and executing strategies to 
drive revenue growth, improve service, reduce costs 
and enhance all aspects of customer experience with 
a focus on creating shareholder value. 

** For those wanting to attend class via live webinar, 
please contact Brittney Edwards at 713-743-4702 after 
registering to get the link to the session.

Cybersecurity for the Business Executive 
September 26-29
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/
cybersecurity-for-the-business-executive.php

Are you concerned with the media reports of 
increasing data breaches and the potential impact of 
a cyber incident to your business? If your expertise is 
in management and not technology, then this is the 
course for you. This course provides students with basic 
knowledge of information security topics as they relate 
to management of small to medium sized businesses.

This class will be taught by Mary Dickerson, Executive 
Director for IT security and Chief Information Security 
Officer for the University of Houston.  Ms. Dickerson 
served as Chair of the Texas Cybersecurity, Education 
and Economic Development Council (TCEEDC).

FEI Leadership Series

FEI Houston is excited to now offer, The FEI 
Leadership Series, a three event series where 
we will offer leadership focused meetings for 
FEI members and prospective members. Traci 
Brown -  Body Language and Persuasion Expert 
and Holly Tompson, PhD, Associate Director of 
Coaching, The Doerr Institute for New Leaders | 
Rice University, will speak later in the year as part 
of this new leadership initiative. Please see the 
below information on our first event with Judy Le 
from TakeRoot.

FEI Leadership Series: Leading Beyond the Logic

When situations call for leadership, we often 
lean on facts, logic, and our skills and experiences 
to lead others towards positive outcomes. Why does 
the initiative supported by the most reliable data 
and technical processes fall short? Why is the most 
competent person in the room unable to overcome 
resistance? Beyond the data and the resume, success 
of any leadership effort hinges on the willingness of 
followers to contribute. This is the art of leadership, and 
the real work of leading. In this interactive presentation, 
learn about the one critical element that can widen 
your perspective on leadership and instantly enhance 
your ability to lead others.

Speaker
Judy Le, TakeRoot

Judy has over 18 years of leadership development 
experience in the for-profit and non-profit sectors, with 
a specific focus on working with emerging professionals 
and managers. Before starting TakeRoot, she served 
as the director of Leadership at Rice University. In this 
role, she created and facilitated classes and programs 
in leadership and professionalism, and worked with 
organizations across the country to instill a culture of 
mentoring and talent development.

October 12, 2016
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Sullivan’s Steakhouse
4608 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77027

Tickets
$15 FEI Chapter 
Members
$35 Non-Member 
Registrations

Read more and register 
online.
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http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education?utm_source=iModules&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Exec-Ed+08+23+16
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/Supply-Chain-Management-Strategy.php 
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/Supply-Chain-Management-Strategy.php 
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/cybersecurity-for-the-business-executive.php
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/cybersecurity-for-the-business-executive.php
http://feihouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=75&ts=1471634392
http://feihouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=75&ts=1471634392


2016-2017 
FEI Houston Mission 
Statement & Goals

NEW MEMBERS

Tensie Axton

Jose Castejon 
HP

Curtis Emerson

Katie Grahmann
Houston Livestock Show 

and Rodeo

Greg Heinlein
Stallion Oilfield Services

Milburn Honeycutt
Powell Industries Inc

Sandy Mooney
Houston Baptist 

University

MISSION:
Be the premier resource for Houston 

financial executives by offering high quality 
educational and leadership development 
programs and resources to inquisitive leaders 
that help advance their careers and allow 
them a voice in financial matters important to 
Houston businesses.
 
GOALS:  
• Maintain and enhance the value of the 
FEI brand by focusing on quality – quality 
members, programs and sponsors
• Be relevant to members 
• Offer high quality programs and resources 
that help develop current and future financial 
officers
• Develop high quality and engaged sponsors 
to assist the Chapter financially, help identify 
programs and speakers, and help recruit new 
members
• Make FEI relevant and known in the 
community through involvement in Houston 
financial matters; be the voice of the financial 
community 
• Run an effective, professional, and fiscally 
sound Chapter operation 
• Give back to the community through our 
own foundation and in other ways in which 
our members personally choose

2016-2017 
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

 
Secure your FEI Sponsorship today! 
Contact: Tony Maresca, tmaresca@bepms.com
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
Alvarez and Marsal  
BDO 
Deloitte 
Hein + Associates LLP 
KPMG 
Robert Half Management 
Resources 
RR Donnelley 
Sirius Solutions 
Wells Fargo

EMERALD SPONSORS 
Bank of America 
BBVA Compass Bank 
Gulfstar Group 
Lockton 
Riveron Consulting 
Siegfried Group 
 
 

GOLD  
SPONSORS 
Addison Group 
Aventine Hill 
BB&T Bank 
CFO Suite 
Doeren Mayhew 
Enterprise Fleet Management 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
SRR 
USI Southwest 
Vinson & Elkins 
Whitley Penn

SILVER SPONSOR 
RGP

FEI Houston Officers and 
Committee Chairs

President
Ann Kaesermann, Hilcorp Energy 
Company

Immediate Past President
Joe Abell, Artisia EcoScience LLC

President Elect
Frances Hawes, Energen & 
Archrock

Treasurer
Marcus Jonesi, The Jonesi 
Consultancy

Secretary
Scott Skrabanek

Programs Chair
Rob Schmitz, Flotek Industries

Membership Chair
Maurice Nassar, Emergent 
Partners, LLC

Sponsorship Chair
Tony Maresca, Bullseye 
Engagement, LLC

Academic Relations Chair
Steve Abercia

Professional Development Chair
Tony Maresca, Bullseye 
Engagement, LLC

Member Career Services Chair
John Briscoe

FEI National/FERF Liaison Chair
Jeffrey Curtiss

Social Event Chairs
Paul Marsh, Dagley Insurance & 
Financial Services

Golf Event Chairs
Patrick Schneider, US Shale 
Solutions, Inc.

FEI Houston Chapter 
Directors

Bob Baumgartner
Phil Denning, Shell Oil Company 
M. Colleen Estes, Sirius Solutions, 
LLLP
Chuck Fischer
Eric Khan, BBVA Compass Bank
Chris Matlock, Lookout Capital 
Management
Bruce Misamore, Yukos Oil 
Company - Retired
Ernie Pekmezaris, Pappas 
Restaurants 
Michael J. Vitek

FEI HOUSTON SCHOLARSHIP  
FOUNDATION SPONSORS 
Aventine Hill 
Deloitte 
ExxonMobil 
Halliburton 
Hein + Associates LLP 
Mutual of Omaha Bank 
Noble Energy 
RR Donnelley


