
FEI Houston Chapter Newsletter / October Issue, 2015 Page 1

OCTOBER 20TH MEETING:

“Shared Services Enabling Financial Transformation”
Each of our experienced FEI member panelists has been involved in the establishment of 
Shared Service Centers to create value for their organizations and provide better service 
to the business operations. Join us as our panelists discuss their views how Shared Service 
Centers can provide functional expertise, quality services and reduced costs.     

Evelyn Angelle is a private investor and philanthropist. Formerly, Ms. Angelle was 
Senior Vice President of Supply Chain for Halliburton, leading more than 11,000 
employees globally. Her organization consisted of 22 manufacturing facilities, as 
well as employees responsible for procurement, materials, and logistics in over 80 
countries. She currently serves on the executive committees of the board of directors 

of Junior Achievement of Southeast Texas and Junior Achievement USA. 

Alan Gahm is currently Vice President Corporate Controller for Universal Weather 
and Aviation.  Alan has significant experience in successfully transforming finance 
organizations, implementing global systems solutions, strengthening compliance, 
implementing shared service centers, leading M&A activities and building a 
partnership with operations to support strategic business objectives and drive 

profitable growth.  Prior to joining Universal, Alan was Vice President and Chief Accounting Officer 
for Integrated Electrical Services.  

Mark Vise is currently working at Sirius Solutions, L.L.L.P. as Interim CFO for one of 
their clients, American Electric Technologies, a publicly held manufacturing company.  
Mark was most recently Vice President, CFO, Americas for Intertek, a publicly held 
leading provider of quality and safety solutions serving a wide range of industries 
working in over 1,000 locations in over 100 countries.  

For the full bios, please visit the meeting page on our website.

OCTOBER 20TH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION:
Sirius Solutions sponsored Panel Discussion:  

Tim Keith, Chief Executive Officer, TCP

Tim B. Keith serves as chief executive officer of Texas Central Partners (TCP), 
a private, Texas-based company that is developing a high-speed passenger 
railway that will connect Dallas and Houston.

As a seasoned executive and investor with nearly 25 years of financial and 
operational experience in large real estate and infrastructure projects, Mr. 

Keith has developed key relationships and perspectives critical to TCP’s success.

Mr. Keith previously co-founded and served as chief investment officer of HKS Capital Advisors, 
a boutique investment advisory firm founded in 2011. HKS Capital Advisors provides investment 
advisory services and fund management expertise to high net worth investors with a focus on 
private enterprise transactions.

Mr. Keith currently serves as a member of the Westmont College board of trustees, and was formerly 
chairman of Maher Terminals, USA board of directors and a member of Maher Terminals’ Canada 
board of directors. He also served on the board of Spark Infrastructure in Australia.

Mr. Keith graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and business 
administration from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, California. He and his wife Susan reside in 
Dallas and have two children.

“High-Speed Rail: Moving Texas Into the Future”
Monthly Dinner Meeting
Tuesday, October 20th, 2015

LOCATION:

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
Houston, TX 77057

AGENDA:

Professional Development Session (4:30pm)
Social hour (5:30pm)
Dinner (6:30pm)

MEETING SPONSORS:
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I look forward to seeing everyone at our October 20th dinner meeting 
which follows an informative meeting in September with Andrew 
Slaughter, Executive Director of the Deloitte Center for Energy 
Solutions, who discussed the oil market downturn and its prospects for 
recovery. Our October dinner meeting will feature Tim Keith, the CEO of 
Texas Central Railway, the innovative but controversial proposed high 

speed train from Houston to Dallas. It will be interesting to hear how Mr. Keith is navigating the 
challenges of the light rail project and how he will finance it. 

Sincere thanks go to our October Platinum Sponsor, Sirius Solutions, and our Gold Sponsor, 
Stout Risius Ross. Sirius Solutions will present an interesting panel discussion on shared 
services enabling financial transformation at the PD session. Our PD Committee will be raffling 
a craft beer basket following the event. I also want to extend a special note of thanks to RR 
Donnelly who printed our Membership Directory once again this year. And a further thanks to 
Pappas Restaurants and Ernie Pekmezaris personally for supporting our membership effort. 
Without the generous support of our sponsors we could not accomplish all that we undertake. 
Please consider our sponsors when assessing the business services your companies require.

As previously mentioned, Baker & McKenzie is hosting a conference, “Doing Business Globally,” 
to be held in Houston on October 14th which is free to FEI Houston members since we are a 
sponsoring organization. A separate email with registration instructions will be circulated. On 
November 10th, we will have a panel discussion on shareholder activism and the governance 
practices to avoid it. This should be highly informative and relevant to all executive officers and 
board directors. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

If you have not attended a meeting in a while, please come to a meeting and see what you are 
missing. The Chapter continues to attract interesting speakers and add new events to benefit 
our members. Let’s share the benefits of membership with others by inviting your colleagues 
and business acquaintances who qualify for membership to one of our meetings. I want to 
encourage every member to bring 3 prospective members to meetings this year. Finally, please 
consider volunteering to serve on a committee this year.  It only takes a bit of time, and the 
more you put into the organization, the more you will get out of it. A list of committee chairs 
can be found on to the side panel of this letter and on our website at www.feihouston.org. 
Reach out to any of us or Logan if you are interested!

I look forward to an exciting year as we continue to add new events and improve our existing 
ones. I hope you take advantage of all that FEI has to offer. See you on October 20th.  

Regards,

Joe Abell 
President, Houston Chapter of Financial Executives International

FEI:  The primary resource for financial executive education and leadership development and the 
principal avenue to influence financial matters in Houston

A Letter from the President

FEI Houston Chapter Directors

Bob Baumgartner
Jeff Curtiss, KBR
Phil Denning, Shell Oil Company 
M. Colleen Estes, Sirius Solutions, LLLP 
Chuck Fischer
Eric Khan, Mercantil Commercebank 
Bruce Misamore, Yukos Oil Company
Ernie Pekmezaris, Pappas Restaurants 
Michael J. Vitek, 212 Resources

FEI Houston Officers and 
Committee Chairs

President
Joe Abell, Entropy Modulation

President-Elect
Frances Hawes

Programs Chairs
Rob Schmitz, Flotek Industries 

Membership Chair
Mike Kinney, ERS of Greater Houston 

Sponsorship Chair
Tony Maresca, BullseyeEngagement  LLC 

Academic Relations Chair
Vance Tillman, Tideland Signal Corporation

Professional Development Chair
Alan Gahm, Universal Weather & Aviation, Inc. 

Secretary
David Boersma, Foro Energy 

Treasurer
Marcus Jonesi, WG Consulting, LLC

Immediate Past President
Chris Matlock, Lookout Capital Management

Member Career Services Chair
Bob Baumgartner

FEI Liaison Chair
Stephen Grace, H.S. Grace & Company, Inc.
 

Social Event Chairs
Paul Marsh, Dagley Insurance & Financial Services 
Tony O’Dell, Ynot Consulting LLC 
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Dear Houston Chapter members:  

I am extremely pleased to pen you this open letter with an update that has taken years in the making.  As you may recall, 
about four years ago, our invoicing for Chapter dues was taken over by, and combined with, FEI National.  A casualty of this 
was that members no longer could designate a donation to the Chapter’s 501(c)3 Scholarship Foundation when renew-
ing annual dues. Resulting donation levels were substantially reduced – jeopardizing the continuation of the Foundation 
mission to support and grow the scholarships that the Chapter has been awarding to twelve accounting/finance students 

at SE Texas colleges since 1970. 

After working with the National office these past two years, the mechanism to donate has recently been added back to the annual dues invoice 
from National.  The invoice provides for a single recommended giving level; however, there is an option to migrate to another page where other 
amounts may be designated –both higher, lower and free form amount. We encourage members to take advantage of this development and 
restore funding back to the historically higher level of support that has distinguished Houston above all other FEI Chapters. The action of support 
by National is but one example of Houston’s leadership in this area.

During the interim period from 2013, we also have improved the Chapter website and added a link to the Foundation’s own web site (http://fei-
houstonfoundation.org/index.php) where contributions may also be made.  Here one can see tax returns and audited financial statements, not to 
mention various organic documents for the Foundation as well as photos showing the students from past Academic Honors Day events. In addi-
tion, the Foundation website provides for the situation where a member wishes to donate marketable securities (which may present an added tax 
advantage to a cash donation). Also, we would appreciate your thoughtfulness to include in your giving process access to any matching contribu-
tions that may be available from an employer or other party. Please visit the website and enjoy seeing the evidence for one of our Chapter’s finest 
achievements.

We would also be pleased to hear about any corporate or organizational donors you might know about.  A recent article in the Journal of Accoun-
tancy decried the challenges to financial decision makers to recruit top talent to help fill the gap of the “crew change” in the workplace.  As many 
of us older professionals retire (I just did), the need for top talent is critical.  Supporting the Foundation provides visibility to the schools, professors, 
and students to those organizations looking to hire superior young talent. Please help support our future for bright and talented financial execu-
tives and donate today. These students are the members of tomorrow.

James R. Storfer
Director & President
FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation

FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation Update
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Upcoming Events    2015- 2016 Season Meetings

New Members 

Jose Luis del Aguila
Hewlett Packard

Keith Edward Gurule
Enterprise Fleet Management

Hugh J Idstein
Winchester Energy LLC

Ben C Smith

October 20, 2015 - Monthly Meeting - Tim Keith, Texas Central Railway 
October - TBD - New and Prospective Member Social 
November 10, 2015 - Monthly Meeting - Panel Discussion
December 8, 2015 - Sponsorship Appreciation Reception
January 19, 2016 - Monthly Meeting - Jay Bryson, Wells Fargo
February 13, 2016 - Annual Wine Dinner
February 16, 2016 - Monthly Meeting and Academic Honors Day - TBD
March 15, 2016 - Monthly Meeting - Dan Pickering

March  TBD - New and Prospective Member Social
April 12, 2016 - Monthly Meeting - Andy Agosto, Carrizo
April - TBD - Annual Golf Tournament
May 17, 2016 - Monthly Meeting - Sally Sargent
June 21, 2016 - Summer Breakfast Series 1
July 19, 2016 - Summer Breakfast Series 2
August 16, 2016 - Summer Breakfast Series 3

2015 - 2016 FEI Houston Mission Statement and Goals 

MISSION:
Be the premier resource for Houston financial executives by offering high quality educational and leadership development programs and re-
sources to inquisitive leaders that help advance their careers and allow them a voice in financial matters important to Houston businesses.
 
GOALS:  
• Maintain and enhance the value of the FEI brand by focusing on quality – quality members, programs and sponsors
• Be relevant to members 
• Offer high quality programs and resources that help develop current and future financial officers
• Develop high quality and engaged sponsors to assist the Chapter financially, help identify programs and speakers, and help recruit new mem-
bers
• Make FEI relevant and known in the community through involvement in Houston financial matters; be the voice of the financial community 
• Run an effective, professional, and fiscally sound Chapter operation 
• Give back to the community through our own foundation and in other ways in which our members personally choose

Save the Date for this Free CPE Event!
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Attend the Professional Development Session and WIN!

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
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Meeting Information

Congratulations to Ben Smith who won this great wine basket at the 
September PD Session!

Would you like the chance to win one too?

Attend the Monthly Meeting’s Professional 
Development Session to be entered for our 
prize drawing, an Oktoberfest Beer Basket, 
filled with select craft beers and snacks. Must 
be present to WIN!

Look forward to seeing you at the next 
Professional Development Session!

2015-2016  
Strategic Partners

LOCATION:

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
Houston, TX 77057

AGENDA:

Professional Development 
Session (4:30pm)
Social hour (5:30pm)
Dinner (6:30pm)

PLATINUM MEETING SPONSORS 
Alvarez and Marsal  
BDO 
IFS North America 
Hein + Associates LLP 
Mercer 
Robert Half Management Resources 
Sirius Solutions

EMERALD GOLF SPONSOR 
Bank of America

GOLD MEETING SPONSORS 
Deloitte 
Enterprise Fleet Management 
Resources Global Professionals 
SRR 
Texas Capital Bank 
Vinson & Elkins 
Wells Fargo 
Whitley Penn 
 

Secure your FEI Sponsorship today!

Contact: 
Tony Maresca 
tmaresca@bepms.com

GOLD GOLF SPONSORS 
Experis Finance 
Addison Group 

GOLD SOCIAL EVENT SPONSOR 
USI Southwest

ACADEMIC HONORS DAY 
Aventine Hill

EMERALD SOCIAL EVENT SPONSOR 
Siegfried Group, LLP

PLATINUM SOCIAL EVENT SPONSOR 
KPMG

DIRECTORY SPONSOR 
RR Donnelly

FEI HOUSTON SCHOLARSHIP  
FOUNDATION SPONSORS 
ExxonMobil 
Halliburton 
Hein + Associates LLP 
Mutual of Omaha Bank 
Noble Energy 
RR Donnelly

EMERALD BREAKFAST MEETING  
SPONSORS 
BBVA Compass 
GulfStar Group 
Riveron Consulting 


